ASSOCIATION OF VA HEMATOLOGY/ONCOLOGY

2009 ELECTION BALLOT

Instructions: Please choose ONE name from EACH position. Click on the  FORMCHECKBOX 
 to mark your selections. Each candidate has provided a brief bio below as an introduction.

TREASURER-ELECT (2009)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Kothanur Rajanna, PharmD

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Anna Schorer, MD
BOARD MEMBERS (2 Positions) Please select 2 candidates

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Laura Hunnibell, APRN

 FORMCHECKBOX 

J. Thomas McAfee, NP
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Suman Kambhampati, MD

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Anna Schorer, MD
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Anand Karnad, MD


 FORMCHECKBOX 

William Schubach, MD
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Saeeda Kirmani, MD


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Debbie Stokes, NP
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Janet Leahy, RN


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Daniel Vaena, MD

Return this completed ballot to Sue Lentz by Wednesday, November 5, 2008 by email to sclentz@aol.com or FAX to 206-319-4601. For questions, please call 425-953-4757.

The biosketch of each candidate is included below.

ASSOCIATION OF VA HEMATOLOGY/ONCOLOGY
2009 ELECTIONS

TREASURER-ELECT (2009)

KOTHANUR RAJANNA: Kothanur Rajanna is an Oncology Pharmacist in VA Medical Center in Memphis. Prior to Joining the pharmacy Department at the VA, Dr. Rajanna's previous practice experience included serving as Director of Pharmacy at Methodist Extended Care Hospital and Pharmacy Supervisor at LeBonheur Children's Hospital in Memphis. Dr. Rajanna has been an active member of local, state and national pharmacy associations. He served as President of Tennessee Society of Health System Pharmacist in 2005 and as President of the Memphis Area Pharmacists Society in 2004. Dr. Rajanna was recently named "Health-System Pharmacist of the Year" by Tennessee Society of Health-System Pharmacists (TSHP) recognizing his significant contribution to the profession. 

ANNA SCHORER: Dr. Anna Schorer graduated from the University of Minnesota Medical School, where she also did her residency training. After her hematology-oncology fellowship at the University of Washington, she returned to Minnesota a full-time staff physician at the Minneapolis VA Medical Center and as a faculty member at the University of Minnesota. She currently holds the academic rank of Associate Professor. Her professional interests include hemostasis, breast cancer and clinical informatics. Her current activities include development of systems for chemotherapy ordering, knowledge management and patient outcomes research. 

BOARD MEMBER (2009 – 2010)

LAURA HUNNIBELL: I graduated nursing school in 1982. Prior to becoming a commissioned officer in the Air Force in 1988, I worked in a three county home hospice program. In the air force I worked in both oncology and the Intensive Care Unit. While working on the oncology unit, I wrote the nursing policy on patients receiving radiation therapy. After being honorably discharged from the Air Force in 1991, I relocated to Connecticut. I worked as a staff nurse at both the Yale SICU and VA Connecticut SICU. I graduated from Southern Connecticut State University in the Family Nurse Practitioner program in 1998. My first job as an NP was at The Connecticut Hospice. I have since worked in a seven physician community oncology practice and as a professor of nursing at Western Connecticut State University. In 2004 I obtained certification as an advanced oncology nurse (AOCN). I graduated from Case Western Reserve University in December 2006, where I earned a Doctor of Nursing Practice degree. My doctoral thesis was published in the June 2008 issue of The Journal of Hospice and Palliative Nursing. In January 2007, I returned to VA Connecticut in the position as the Cancer Care Coordinator where I was the project manager for the C4 collaborative for Connecticut. I have participated in some exciting changes in improving the timeliness of lung cancer care at VA Connecticut. I have served as an Ambassador for the State of Connecticut for the American Cancer Society and participated in Celebration on the Hill where I was able to discuss concerns regarding cancer care with Connecticut legislators. I remain committed and passionate about improving the care and lives of cancer patients and survivors.

SUMAN KAMBHAMPATI: Dr. Kambhampati is an Associate Professor at the University of Kansas Medical Center.  He joined the VHA in 2004, and is staff physician at the Kansas City Veteran Affairs Medical Center.  In addition to serving several hospital committees, he is chairperson of the cancer program committee and cancer physician liaison at KCVA for the American College of Surgeons, Commission on Cancer.  In 2008, he was selected as consultant to the Medical Advisory Panel of VA Pharmacy Benefits Management.  He is the lead or participating investigator in a number of investigator-initiated and national clinical trials enrolling Veterans with Myelodysplastic syndrome, Acute Myelogenous Leukemia, Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia, Bladder Cancer, and Myeloma.  His basic research focus is to elucidate the carcinogenic role of Wnt signaling pathway in Barrett’s Esophageal Adenocarcinoma (BEAC) evolution and spread.  And study the antitumor potential of estrogen metabolites in BEAC.  This work is funded by the Department of VA and NIH-COBRE grants.  He is a member of the American Society of Clinical Oncology, American Society of Hematology, Southwest Oncology Group, American Association of Cancer Research, and Association of VA Hematology and Oncology.  If elected, he will use the AVAHO platform to improve Veterans health care, and strive to create a consortium of VA medical centers for introduction of VA-designed studies in cancer research.  

ANAND KARNAD: Dr. Karnad graduated medical school at the Madras Medical College, University of Madras, India and completed his residency training at the East Tennessee State University, Johnson City, TN. He then completed a Fellowship in Hematology/Oncology at the Boston City Hospital, Boston University School of Medicine. He has received numerous honors to include the Castella Foundation Endowed Chair in Aging at the University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio in 2005. He is actively involved Institutional Principal Investigator in several SWOG clinical trials and NIH grant. He currently serves as the Chief of Medical Oncology at the Audie L. Murphy VA Hospital, South Texas Veterans Health Care System. 






SAEEDA KIRMANI: Dr. Saeeda Kirmani is a hematologist/oncologist at the San Diego VA. She serves as the Oncology POC for VISN 22.  She has been a member of AVAHO since 2006 and was a regular attendee of the annual VA Oncology Symposium prior to that. Dr. Kirmani completed her residency at the University of Maryland and fellowship at Letterman Army Medical Center in San Francisco. She joined the University of California San Diego in 1986 and is currently a Clinical Professor of Medicine. She is a clinical investigator and has conducted a number of research studies involving intra-peritoneal chemotherapy for ovarian cancer. Currently, she is the VA responsible investigator for CALGB and RTOG. She has participated in VA-CORNET studies and conducts other industry-sponsored and investigator initiated studies. Dr Kirmani is actively involved with the day-to-day functions of the Hematology Section at the VA serving as the Clinic Director and is also responsible for the Chemotherapy Performance Improvement Program.  She serves on several VA and University Committees including the Cancer Committee, Transfusion Committee, Institutional Review Board and the Protocol Monitoring and Review Committee. 

JANET LEAHY: Ms. Leahy is the Nurse Manager of the VA Puget Sound HCS Marrow Transplant Unit (a combined 8 bed inpatient unit and a 4 chair outpatient unit) and the Cancer Care Infusion Clinic in Seattle. Ms. Leahy has worked in marrow transplantation since 1980 and helped set up the transplant unit at the VAPSHCS in 1982, writing all the policies, procedures and patient teaching materials. Ms. Leahy has spent her entire career caring for oncology patients first within the realm of pediatrics then with adult transplant patients. She has just recently taken on the added responsibility of the Cancer Care Infusion Clinic. Ms. Leahy is a member of the Puget Sound Oncology Nursing Society’s education committee, helping plan and implement a 4 day course of oncology education for the “new” oncology nurse. 

J. THOMAS MCAFEE: Tom McAfee received his Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing at the East Tennessee State University in 1986 and then continued on to receive his Master’s Degree in 1993. He is a Member of the Sigma Theta Tau National Nursing Honor Society, Member of the Tennessee Nurses' Association and Charter Member of AVAHO. He is currently serving as Nurse Practitioner in Stem Cell Transplant at the Nashville VAMC.  He has been in this position for 6 years. The majority of his nursing career has been in the field of Hematology/Oncology both clinically and administratively.

ANNA SCHORER: Dr. Anna Schorer graduated from the University of Minnesota Medical School, where she also did her residency training. After her hematology-oncology fellowship at the University of Washington, she returned to Minnesota a full-time staff physician at the Minneapolis VA Medical Center and as a faculty member at the University of Minnesota. She currently holds the academic rank of Associate Professor. Her professional interests include hemostasis, breast cancer and clinical informatics. Her current activities include development of systems for chemotherapy ordering, knowledge management and patient outcomes research. 

WILLIAM SCHUBACH: Dr. Schubach has served as the Chief of the Oncology section at VA Puget Sound since 1993.  He is a Member of the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of Washington.  Previously he was on the faculty at the State University of New York at Stony Brook and before that at the University of Minnesota.  He received a PhD in biology from the University of California at Santa Cruz and and MD from Columbia University.  His housestaff and fellowship training were at the University of Washington.  His research has focused on the mechanisms of B cell transformation and immortalization by Epstein Barr virus.  His clinical interests are in hematopoetic stem cell transplantation and in malignant lymphomas.  He is a member of the Field Advisory Committee for Oncology.  He has served as the director of the Oncology Fellowship program at the University of Washington/Hutchinson Center.

DEBBIE STOKES: I have been involved as a member of the Stem Cell Transplant team for the past 12 years at the Nashville VAMC. I served as a staff nurse in the bone marrow transplant unit for approximately six years and for the past six years I have worked in the position as transplant/data coordinator. My duties include pre/post follow-up of the transplant patient, coordinator for HLA typing and I works directly with the National Marrow Donor program coordinators at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in finding unrelated donors.  In addition, I act as a liaison for the patients seen in the hematology clinic at the Nashville VA that may need a transplant or who have received a transplant at the Nashville stem cell transplant center. I hold professional memberships in the American Nurses Association, Tennessee Nurses Association, Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honor Society, and the Oncology Nurses Association both on the national and local level, and the Association of VA Hematologists and Oncologists. I served on the board of the Association of VA Hematologists and Oncologist from 2005-2006. My educational background includes education as a licensed practical nurse, registered nurse and in December 2007 I graduated with a master in nursing degree. I received board certification as a family nurse practitioner in June 2008 through the American Nurses Credentialing Center. 

DANIEL VAENA: Dr. Daniel Vaena is currently Assistant Professor at University of Iowa and Chief of Hematology Oncology at Iowa City VAMC. He attended medical school at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, internal medicine residency at the University of Iowa and Hematology Oncology Fellowship at Indiana University where he was also Chief hematology oncology fellow. He joined the faculty at University of Iowa and Iowa City VAMC in 2004. Dr. Vaena practices general hematology oncology and has an additional focus in genitourinary malignancies. He is principal investigator for the University of Iowa CALGB network including the Iowa City VAMC, is a member of CALGB Board of Directors, Audit Committee and GU Extended Core Committee.

